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By Hezi Aris

   Father Time stands in wait 
at the end of December 
wary to insinuate himself 
above the revelry of 
New Year celebrations. 
Father Time, epitomizing 
the hoped for “change” 
postulated by Democrats 
throughout the county, 
is gingerly awakening 
from the slumber imposed by his 
Republican adversaries. No matter 
his demeanor, his presence is 
anticipated with “hope” by some, 
dreaded by others. While his arrival 
is festooned with ambiguity, his 
presence is said to be imbued by 
benevolence. Such is the force of 
life; it is like a pendulum, constantly 

in swing, certain to travel 
paths of high and low, 
success and failure, 
hope and depression 
– analogous to the 
vicissitudes and travails 
of life and is ancillary to 
the world of politics.
   While the “hope” for 
2007 is to be a lavish 
cornucopia, it is a short 
lived “hope;” receding 

quickly into the recesses of our 
mind. It is a tenet by which we 
gear our lives as we tackle the 
mundane challenge of daily living. 
We conduct ourselves as best we 
know, hoping that in the “Land 
of Opportunity” it will suffice to 
be the catalyst for our definition 

Governor Pataki Signs Legislation Enacting 
Timothy’s Law

New Law Requires Health Insurance Policy to Provide Coverage to 
                Adults and Children with Mental Illnesses

ALBANY, NY -- Governor  George  
E. Pataki last week signed legisla-
tion to enact Timothy’s Law,  which  
will  require  insurance  companies  
to  provide  coverage for individu-
als with mental illnesses.
   The  new  law  is  named  after 
Timothy O’Clair, a 12-year old boy 
from Schenectady  County who had 
an emotional disorder, but was un-
able to obtain mental  health  ser-
vices  under  his  parent’s  health  
insurance coverage. Timothy com-
pleted suicide in March 2001.
   “It is vital that our society take 
care of those in need, especially our 
most vulnerable children,” Gover-
nor Pataki said.  “Timothy’s Law 
is an
important step to ensure that mental 
health services are accessible to all 
individuals  and  families,  so that 
they can receive beneficial assis-
tance
and  treatment for mental illness-
es.  Insurance coverage serves as 
a safety net and with this new law, 
we have extended this protection 
to children and families across the 
State.
   “I commend the efforts of Tom 
and Donna O’Clair in helping to get 
this law enacted.   Sharing their ex-
periences and sense of loss was no 
doubt a difficult task, but through 
their tireless work and the support 
of numerous groups  and  individu-
als,  individuals with mental ill-
nesses will benefit,” the Governor 
added.
   Tom O’Clair, Timothy’s father, said, 
“On behalf of my family and myself 
I wish to thank the Governor, the  

 
Leaders, the entire Legislature and 
staff for  their  efforts  that  have  
made this day possible.  I have main-
tained throughout  this  effort  that  
this  is Timothy’s work.  With the 
timeless efforts  of  the  advocates 
and supporters, and in Timothy’s 
name, New York can  join  some  39 
other states in ending the discrimi-
nation facing mental illness.  What 
a wonderful way for New Yorkers 
to celebrate the holidays.”
   Senate  Majority Leader Joseph 
L. Bruno said, “Today is a dramatic 
step forward  for those who suffer 
from mental illness, and a tremen-
dous victory for families throughout 
New York. I applaud Tom and Don-
na O’Clair, who have courageously  
advocated  on  behalf  of  this leg-
islation since the loss of their  son  
over  five  years ago. I thank Gover-

nor Pataki for 
signing this bill 
today and also 
Senators Tom 
Libous and 
Tom Morahan 
for their hard 
work on behalf 
of Timothy’s 
Law in the 
Senate.”
   Under  this  
new  law,  
which  takes  
effect  Janu-
ary  1,  2007, 
health insur-
ance  providers  
are required to 
provide com-
parable insur-

ance coverage for  mental  illnesses 
(“parity”) as the policies provide 
for other medical care.   This will 
allow adults and children with bio-
logically-based mental illnesses to 
receive  the  same  health  care  cov-
erage benefits as those provided for 
other physical ailments.
   In  a  calendar  year,  the  coverage  
must include at least 30 days of  ac-
tive  inpatient (hospital) care, and at 
least 20 days of active treatment
in  a  facility  operated  by  the  State  
Office of Mental Health (OMH), a 
psychiatrist  or  psychologist  li-
censed  to  practice  in  New  York, 
or auniversity  faculty  practice  
corporation.   The cost of any pre-
miums and deductibles  must  be  
consistent  with  those  imposed  for 
other benefits available under the 
insurance policy.

   Insurance  coverage  for  busi-
nesses  with  50  or  more employ-
ees must include  treatment for 
schizophrenia/psychotic disorders, 
major depression, obsessive   com-
pulsive  disorders,  bulimia,  an-
orexia,  serious  cases  of attention 
deficit disorders in children, disrup-
tive disorders, or pervasive devel-
opment  disorders.   In  addition,  
children under 18 years of age are 
eligible  for  coverage  if  they  have  
serious suicidal symptoms or other 
life-threatening    self-destructive   
behaviors,   significant   psychotic 
symptoms, behavior causes by 
emotional disturbances that place 
the child at risk of causing personal 
injury or significant property dam-
age, or behavior caused  by  emo-
tional disturbances that place the 
child at substantial risk of removal 
from the household.
   A group insurance purchaser with 
50 or fewer employees, such as a 
small business,  will be required to 
make the parity benefits coverage 
for mental health  services avail-
able for purchase upon request.  In 
addition, the law  seeks  to  offset 
the additional costs that may be 
placed on such groups by directing  
the  Superintendent of the State In-
surance Department to develop and  
implement  a  plan  to  fully  cover  
the  costs for these small group in-
surance  purchasers,  which  will  be  
financed through the State General 
Fund.
   Timothy’s law would sunset on 
January 31, 2009.

By Paul Feiner, Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor

2006 is almost history.  In reviewing 
the year in review - I’m pleasantly 
surprised at the activity and 
accomplishments. The following 
are highlights of the year.
   NO TAX HIKE--For the 2nd 
year in a row the Greenburgh Town 

Board adopted a budget that does 
not raise taxes. Actually, the budget 
for 2007 reduces taxes slightly. I 
proposed a written fund balance 
policy to the Town Board that 
regulates how much fund balance 
should be maintained in each fund 
each year.
CABLE TV COMPETITION-- The 
Greenburgh Town Board became 
the first locality in Westchester to 
approve a cable TV contract with 
Verizon. We are the first to have 
cable TV competition. Cablevision 
has been offering price reductions 
to some customers who cancel their 
service.
CON ED POWER OUTAGES-
-Many residents experienced 
numerous Con Ed power outages 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- In a time-
honored tradition, Mayor Joseph 
Delfino recently celebrated the 
season with 35 children from the 

White Plains Mayor Joseph Delfino  Celebrates Christmas with  
Head Start Students

35 Head Start children celebrate Christmas with Mayor Joseph Delfino. 
Enid Forster, education manager for Head Start, joins White Plains Mayor Joseph 

Delfino in front of the City Hall Christmas Tree. 

Prospect Head Start program. The 
preschool students sang carols, 
helped light the Christmas tree 
and enjoyed some refreshments. 

“This is an event that the kids look 
forward to every year,” noted Enid 
Forster, education manager for 
Head Start, a program sponsored 

by Family Services of Westchester. 
“They love to be recognized by 
City Hall and Mayor Delfino 
makes a special effort to make the 

kids feel welcomed.” A special 
guest appearance by “Frosty the 
Snowman” was another highlight 
of the recent event. 

Left to Right are: Raymond J. Crotty, President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Union State Bank; Thomas E. Sanders, President and CEO 

of Family Services of Westchester; Lynn Green, Vice President of FSW; 
Thomas E. Hales, Chairman and CEO of Union State Bank; and Law-

rence D. Stewart, Executive Vice President and Chief Lending Officer of 
Union State Bank.  

PORT CHESTER, NY -- Family 
Services of Westchester is pleased 
to announce that Union State Bank 
has donated $30,000 of the moneys 
usually spent on employees’ and 
customers’ holiday gifts to extend 
FSW’s “Pathways to Hope” 
bereavement support program for 
an additional year. 
When the terrible events of 9/11 
occurred, Union State Bank and the 
Independent Community Bankers 
Association funded a $150,000 
three-year initiative to help local 
children and families affected by 
that tragedy. Family Services of 
Westchester created a customized 
program, called “Pathways to 
Hope,” which has helped 77 Hudson 
Valley families rebuild their lives 
following their tragic loss. “This 
program has tremendous value to 
our community for the health and 
well-being of so many children and 
families,” noted Thomas E. Hales, 

Union State Bank Extends FSW’s  
“Pathways to Hope”

Clients to Fund Bereavement Program for Additional Year

Pajama 
Program 

Honors Five 
Proceeds Provide 
1618 Children in 

Need in Westchester 
with Pajamas for the 

Holiday Season

YONKERS, NY -- Pajama 
Program, a charitable organization 
that provides new, warm sleepwear 
and books to children in need across 
the county and worldwide recently 
honored five extraordinary fathers 
at their 2nd annual “Family Men of 
Westchester” Awards Celebration 
held Sunday, November 12, 2006 at 
the Mamaroneck Beach and Yacht 
Club.  Genevieve Piturro, executive 
director and founder, announced 
today that the event far exceeded 
all fundraising goals and they 
raised over $52,000, which is more 
than enough to provide cozy, new 
pajamas to all the 1618 children 

see Pathways to Hope  pg. 5

Malcolm Macdougall of Ardsley;  Honorable Bruce E. Tolbert of White 
Plains; Genevieve Piturro of Pajama Program; Richard Biondi of White 
Plains Hospital Center; Randy Weis of Port Chester and Peter Herrero

of White Plains.

Peter Herrero, president of New 
York Hospitality Group in White 

Plains and Marsha Gordon, 
president/CEO of The Business 

Council of Westchester.

  (L to R)  Bernard Raymond 
for the African American 
Men of Westchester presents 
award to Honorable Justice  
Bruce E. Tolbert  of Yonkers.
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The Hezitorial
From Page 1

of success. We are secure that our 
subconscious foundation is filled 
with the “hope” for “change” for 
the good of family and community.
   We’ve bought into the concept 
of “change” being positive; but it 
is only a “hope.” As simple as the 
terms “hope” and “change” are, they 
are not clearly defined. It seems the 
Rosetta Stone required for definition 
is still lost to our lot. Yet all may not 
be lost. Perhaps it will be revealed? 

… from Day One: Recalibrating for an Alternative Reality
Such is the “hope.”
   Witness the exuberance of the New 
Year festivities; are they not filled 
with promise? I believe they are. 
I fear they are short lived; waning 
in their intensity by the passage 
of time. As Father Time meanders 
through the days of the calendar, he 
seems to weaken under the weight 
of each day. He is worn down by 
the passage of the days.
   It seems human existence is 
measured in these simple cycles; 
beginning with hope, ending with 

less than hoped for. Is it enough to 
end the day, week, month, or year 

with less than that for which is 
hoped? Do we yearn for more than 
is possible? 
   Should our visions be curtailed to 
the realm of “reasonableness?”  And 
if so, what would be “reasonable” 
to expect? Can we expect those 
we entrust to the power of office 
to confidently lean upon the same 
visions they and we espouse, and 
upon which we concur? 
   Knowing ourselves weak in 
maintaining a focused eye upon our 
“hope” for “change,” recognizing 

how life’s challenges will deflect 
our attention from our “prize” and 
“hope” for “change,” what can we 
do?
   Each will find an answer. Rather 
than be presumptuous, or worse 
still, spinning a tale of “knowing,” 
I will confide with you, that I do 
not know the answer; often feeling 
incapable of comprehending the 
enormity of it all.
   What is the path? Do you 
know it? If so, please share your 
understanding.

By Bob Weir 

   Do you have a favorite Christmas 
movie? Although there are many 
good ones, the one that really 
puts the season and life in general 
in perspective for me is, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.” The 1946, Frank 
Capra classic, in addition to being 
a marvelous love story with a 
dose of divine guidance, combines 
drama, pathos, humor, and a lesson 
for all those who lose sight of their 
individual value to the world. When 
George Bailey, played by James 
Stewart, attempts suicide because 
he fears bankruptcy, a guardian 
angel is assigned to show him what 
the world would have been like 
without him. 
   Bailey, a very respected resident 
of the very respectable town of 
Bedford Falls, has sacrificed his 
dream of a future in a big city, in 
order to run the failing Building and 
Loan institution, founded by his 
deceased father. Lionel Barrymore 
is at his best as the greedy banking 
tyrant, Henry Potter, who has, for 
many years, tried unsuccessfully 
to destroy the B & L and become 
the only lending institution in town, 

Weir Only Human
It’s a Wonderful Life

thereby squeezing every penny from 
the residents with usurious loans. 
Bailey is the only thing standing in 
his way, until a mishap by a Bailey 
associate, gives Potter the edge he 
needs. When Bailey realizes that he 
might not only lose the B & L, but 
face embezzlement charges as well, 
he turns bitter and decides to end it 
all. 
   When Clarence, his guardian 
angel, grants his wish that he was 
never born, Bailey gets a view of 
Bedford Falls without his influence. 
The home that he and his wife 
restored, honeymooned in, and 
raised a happy family in, is empty 
and dilapidated. Donna Reed, who 
plays his adorable wife, runs from 

him in terror when he claims to be 
married to her, and his three children 
don’t even exist.  His mother 
doesn’t know him, and threatens 
to call the police if he doesn’t get 
away from her door. Bailey runs 
along the dark, snow covered 
streets of the town, now known 
at Pottersville, frantically trying 
to obtain recognition from family 
and friends who once revered him. 
Residents, who used to be friendly 
and polite, have become hostile and 
cynical. 
   The cozy, conservative taverns 
have become strip joints where 
prostitution flourishes. People, 
who once owned their own homes, 
providing the rural tapestry of 
the town, are no longer a part of 
the landscape. In addition, when 
Bailey was a youngster, he saved 
his kid brother from drowning. 
His brother grew up to be a hero 
in WW2, saving the lives of many 
other soldiers. Now, Bailey visits 
the cemetery in town and finds his 
brother’s headstone, indicating that 
he drowned when he was a child. 
The fear in Bailey’s eyes when he 
realizes that he had a wonderful 

life, but threw it away during a bout 
of self-pity, is, to me, one of the 
most gripping moments in movie 
history. 
   He begs to have his old life back; 
with the B&L problems, Potter’s 
incessant attempts to ruin him, 
and even the loose ornament at the 
bottom of the banister that keeps 
coming off in his hand when he 
heads upstairs. When his wish is 
granted, he races through the streets 
screaming, “Merry Christmas,” as 
he basks in the glow of a second 
chance at life, while his family and 
friends contribute their savings and 
valuables to get him out of debt. The 
movie warms the heart, enriches 
the soul, and keeps the viewer’s 
attention, without ever resorting 
to sex, violence, or profanity. 
Furthermore, it provides a valuable 
lesson in how we perceive our 
circumstances. 
   Moreover, we’re urged to consider 
the differences each life makes in 
the overall scheme of things. Since 
we don’t live in a vacuum, in order 
for our lives to have any meaning 
at all, it must make an impact on 
the lives of others. What would 

the world be like if you were never 
born? How many people would be 
less than they are today, if not for 
your positive influence? There are 
George Baileys in every town, in 
every country, people who work 
selflessly to improve the lives of 
those less fortunate. While you 
celebrate this holiday season, with 
all the stress that often accompanies 
it, remember how lucky you are to 
have family and friends that love 
you. The world would be a lonely 
and frightening place without them. 
The affection you have for each 
other is what makes for a wonderful 
life. 

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven 

novels: “Murder in Black and 
White,” “City To Die For,” 

“Powers That Be,” “Ruthie’s 
Kids,” “Deadly To Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and 

Death” and “Out of Sight.” 
Bob Weir is a contributing 

columnist to Yonkers Tribune.

Wrong Time 
for 

State Pay Raises

   News reports have portrayed the 
members of the New York State 
Senate and Assembly as desperately 
craving a raise in pay, at any cost 
to the taxpayers, and at any cost to 
public policy. While many members 
do favor a raise, I believe it is the 
wrong time for state pay raises.
   State legislators from New York 
City compare their salaries to the 
New York City Council members 
($79,500 vs. $112,000), or to the 
$80,000+ per year received by the 
Suffolk County Legislature, and 
cite the seven year gap since the 
last increase. But average citizens 
see something
different.
   People who have suffered from 
increasing property taxes, frozen 

wages, increased gasoline prices 
and utility costs, want government 
to resolve these matters first. 
Raising our pay infuriates 
them. The impression of state  
legislators who can’t find common 
ground on any issue, but can quickly 
agree on more salary only makes 
the institution less respected.
   Further, the additional  
compensation received as 
stipends for committees, etc. 
(commonly called “lulus”) adds 
to the frustrations expressed.  
For the record, I am “lulu-less” - no 
additional money above my base 
salary as I begin my second term in 
the Assembly.
   We should commit ourselves 
to a solid two years of results:  
maintain the on-time budgets 
started in 2005 and 2006; pass long 
overdue bills on crime and sex 
offenders; pass key bills protecting 
the environment and providing fair 

education support and healthcare. 
Advance the reforms on ethics, 
and root out the misuse of  
member items. A track record of 
real results in 2007 and 2008 will 
create a very different climate two 
years hence.
   It may be that any pay raise will 
be blasted by those who dislike 
government or specific government 
policies. But we stand on stronger 
ground if we don’t trade a pay raise 
for more charter schools, and early 
retirement benefits for Governor 
Pataki’s departing friends.
   For once, people will look at 
Albany and have something good 
to say about us.
   If a pay raise passes in 2006, 
I won’t accept the additional  
money in 2007, and will donate it 
to local organizations. Better we 
accomplish everything positive 
we can do in the next two years 
first...and provide full value for the 

Letters to the Editor
 pay we are getting right now.

George Latimer,
Assemblyman, 91st A.D.

No Right to Force 
Decisions on Women

   Polly Rothstein’s letter to the 
editor in the Journal News dated 
12/14/06 entitled, “No Right to Force 
Decisions on Women” contains 
some fallacies.  The first fallacy is 
that true Right to Life People do 
not try to force people into doing 
something they don’t want to do.  
Therefore, I don’t understand Polly 
Rothstein’s objection to appealing 
to a person’s reason by suggesting 
a possible alternative to abortion.  
After all, she claims that unhappily 
pregnant women are capable of 
thinking for themselves.  
   Ms. Rothstein’s statement that 
abortion opponents feel morally 

superior to young pregnant women 
is another fallacy.  Abortion 
opponents want to do everything 
possible to assist young pregnant 
women and to save lives in the 
womb.  She can get the names of 
the people and the organizations 
willing to assist women of all ages 
who provide these services at no 
expense.
   And the third fallacy is that 
Ms. Rothstein’s expression of 
compassion for a child being 
exposed to a cruel treatment by a 
mother who does not want the child 
seems somewhat ridiculous.  What 
is more cruel to kill a kill in the 
mother’s womb or to let it live.  
   What gives pro-choice people the 
right to decide who lives and who 
dies?
 
Sincerely,
George Imburgia
New Rochelle, NY 

The Senator’s Message

By Jeff Klein, Senator

Every year the legislature allocates 
a set of funds for discretionary use, 
known as “member items”. These 
funds are meant to be distributed at 
will by individual elected officials 
for the benefit of the communities 
they serve. The recent revelation 
that certain elected officials have 
abused these funds only reinforces 
the need for increased transparency 
in government. 

New Year’s Resolution

The Senate Democratic Conference 
has long sought a more transparent 
budget process, especially with 
regard to local initiative grants 
(i.e. member items) that are not 
currently itemized in the state 
budget.  We successfully negotiated 
for member item disclosure as 
part of the 2006-07 budget, and 
immediately released our lists of 
itemized recipients. Conversely, 
the Senate and Assembly majorities 
stalled for months and even tried to 

avoid listing legislators’ names. 
In addition, this was the first time 
in twenty one years that the state 
has managed to pass the budget on-
time. However, it is unconscionable 
that honest and efficient government 
should be an issue in it of itself. 
Democracy depends upon trust, but 
trust is not enough. Information is 
power and tax-payers have the right 
to know exactly how their money is 
spent. 
I propose total transparency. Let’s 

show New Yorkers how we craft 
a budget. Furthermore I will fight 
to curtail pork-barrel spending in 
which status and party affiliation 
determine how funds are allocated, 
not need. Finally, as law makers it 
is imperative that we remain of the 
law and never above it. 
As I return to Albany, thanks to your 
renewed trust, I will make it my 
New Year’s resolution to continue 
the fight for government reform.
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LOFTS for RENT
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

Correction...
Last week’s edition of the West-
chester Times Tribune incorrectly 
attributed an article entitled Reentry 
Community View, written by West-
chester County District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore to Assistant District 
Attorney Shara Abraham.

Like Klockwork
Oxymorons, Mixed Emotions and Pandering Pols

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   The oxymoron is a figure of 
speech made up of incongruous 
or contradictory terms, usually 
amusing, of which I’ve assembled a 
collection (one of the many diversions 
employed by us wordworkers to 
avoid productive wordworkery). 
   Among the better-known examples 
are civil war, clearly ambiguous, 
crash landing, head butt, pretty 
ugly, rap music, sanitary sewer, 
white chocolate and work party. 
   Of more recent verbal vintage 
is “lawful illegals,” used by their 
supporters to characterize the 
millions of aliens who live in 
America in flagrant violation of its 
laws and right under the unscenting 
noses of its elected leaders. 
   Illegal is one of those words 
impervious to parsing and frivolous 
interpretation. As an adjective,  it 
means, quite simply, against the 
law. As a noun, in modern parlance, 
it unequivocally designates 

an undocumented intruder. 
   Fronting it with an oxymoronic 
“lawful” does nothing to elevate the 
status of the criminals who fit within 
those parameters, nor does it excuse 
those who fail to bring them to justice. 
   That said, one would have to 
out-Scrooge old Ebenezer himself 
not to have mixed emotions about 
those “huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free,” and not to understand 
the motives that drove most of them 
from the shadows of deprivation 
to the lighter-but-still-burdensome 
shadows of illegitimacy. 
   What impoverished outsider would 
not covet the blessings we enjoy 
here - for most of us due entirely to 
an accidental happenstance of birth? 
   Defenders of the “lawful illegals” 
point to the probable millions 
of those who work hard, usually 
at jobs scorned by real citizens, 
contribute productively to various 
facets of our economy and are prime 
prospects for eventual citizenship, 
preferably when it can be achieved 

in a fair and orderly manner.  
   That “manner” would have 
to begin with identifying those 
having no legal right to be here, 
analyzing the pros and cons of their 
continuing presence, penalizing or 
deporting undesirable individuals 
and administering justice to all 
the rest - including those who aid 
and abet their lawLESS behavior. 
   That “justice” would have to 
include a reasonable penalty 
for their past misdeeds and a 
probationary period leading 
toward eligibility for citizenship. 
   Anything short of those criteria 
would be a surrender to the anarchy 

of those who “demand” rights that are 
strictly reserved to a clearly-defined 
(and admittedly privileged) few. 
   It scared hell out of me to see a 
militant mob waving placards that 
read, “Today we march, tomorrow 
we vote!” Sorry, amigos, that 
ain’t the way it works...or the 
way it should work, anyway. 
   The starting point - and sticking 
point for the majority of our elected 
reprehensibles - would be requiring 
that every individual within our 
borders be prepared to prove to 
authorities their right to be here, 
including those whose rights, 
like mine, are unquestionable. 
   Spare me that bullscat about 
“Big Brother” tactics and a 
“slippery slope.” Big brothers 
are helpful sometimes; and, 
let’s face it, we’ve already slid 
measurably toward a giveaway 
of our priceless heritage under 
intense pressure from “hyphenated 
Americans,” whose loyalty to our 
nation is diluted by partisanship. 

   I am not, I assure you, a 
xenophobe. Like almost all my 
readers, I am descended from 
immigrant stock, and proudly so. 
   I am, however, a criminophobe 
(no, it’s not in the dictionary, but 
you get the idea), who fears for 
the future of a nation of laws that 
sanctions or deodorizes lawless 
behavior and is led (make that 
MISled) by legislators lacking the 
guts to root it out of our society. 
   What they do not lack is the energy 
to loudly proclaim an urgent need  
to secure our borders, while backing 
away from any confrontation with 
the powerful, dedicated, united and 
activated Hispanic voting blocs.  
   Okay, so now we have a new 
Congress with a clear mandate from 
their constituents to clean up the 
immigration mess and a thumping 
majority of us expecting them 
to make it happen, as promised 
in their pre-election rhetoric. 
   From my grandstand seat, 
I see two years left on the 

scoreboard for effective action. 
   Regardless of what has been done 
wrong in the past - or not done at 
all - if those in power can’t get 
the job done, I’ll have no mixed 
emotions about firing the whole 
sorry lot of them, including the 
entire House of Reprehensibles 
and one-third of the Senate. 
   Should they (and we) fail to do 
so, it will make government of, 
by and for the people, the longest 
oxymoron in our history.
   Meanwhile, “lawful” and “illegal” 
remain strange linguistic bedfellows. 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at  
www.joeklock.com.

By Jason Gooljar
  
 The world needs more social 
workers. To me they are they glue 
that holds societies together. From 
the reading I’ve done, I have come 
to see how they have helped push 
this country toward change from 
as early as the mid 19th century, 
and likely earlier. One of the 
most admirable social workers I 
ever read of was of Jane Addams 
and the work she did with her 
settlement, Hull House in Chicago. 
Jane Addams even stood with the 
labor movement later on in her 
career concerning workers rights.  
Then she would even get involved 
in politics; organizing support 
for aldermen candidacies. Social 
workers back then worked to form 
the Progressive Party that Teddy 
Roosevelt became affiliated with. 

They saw some of the conditions 
that people were living and working 
in, and knew that government could 
be used to change people’s lives for 
the better. To me that is the ultimate 
definition of what a progressive is 
supposed to be. They were one of 
the drivers behind the Progressive 
Era. Social workers also played 
an instrumental part in fighting 
for many of the reforms ushered 
in by the New Deal. I’ve read of 
the work they did in organizing 
with Eleanor Roosevelt even 
before FDR was ever president.  
    Social workers have their 
fingers on the pulse of society and 
work to make the world a better 
place to live for everyone. Their 
field is more varied than I could 
have ever imagined; from your 
psychiatric social workers who 
deal with psychotherapy to the 

work that some do in community 
organizing and counseling. It is a 
noble and much needed profession.  
    Therefore, it is no surprise that 
social workers do sometimes end 
up running for public office. I wish 
more of them would do so. A quick 
scan of the National Association of 
Social Workers (NASW) website 
(www.socialworkers.org) reveals 
some interesting people now in 
federal office who were social 
workers. You have US Senators 
Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) and 
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI). In the 
House you have Susan Davis (D-
CA-53), Barbara Lee (D-CA-09), 
Stephanie Tubbs-Jones (D-OH-
11), Ed Towns (D-NY-10) and 
Allyson Schwartz (D-PA-13).  
    We are often lead to believe that 
to run for office you have to be a 
lawyer. This is simply not the case 

and it does not have to be this way. 
People that run for office represent 
their constituents and the needs 
of that constituency. Who better 
to know what those needs are 
than social workers? While I’m 
not sure if NY State Senator Liz 
Kreuger and Assembly member 

Amy Paulin were social workers 
persay; their backgrounds surely 
mirror the work that a social worker 
would be involved with, and they 
are both very impressive for what 
they have done before arriving in 
Albany. Having the background 
they have in dealing with issues 
of poverty, housing, education, 
healthcare (Kreuger) and domestic 
rights (Paulin) this puts them in 
a great position to shape public 
policy. For this same reason NASW 
pushes for social workers to run 
or be part of political campaigns.  
    Of course social workers don’t 
always get the credit and respect 
they deserve. Granted, there can 
be mistakes made like those who 
work DSS cases and fail to pick up 
on signs of domestic abuse. In the 
past the Westchester DSS has come 
under scrutiny for some failures and 

Social Workers: Healing the World
it’s understandable that they would. 
Yet this cannot be allowed to distort 
the real good work that hundreds 
of social workers do each day for 
the departments of social service 
all throughout the country. This 
year we saw the DCCC (dccc.org) 
put up Iraq veterans and veterans 
from past wars to run for congress. 
While there was nothing wrong 
with that strategy. In 2008, I’d like 
to see a social worker revolution.  
 

 
Visit Jason Gooljar, at 

http://www.jasongooljar.com the 
progressive liberal on a crusade! 

online.

 

TARRYTOWN, NY -- Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (Nasdaq: 
REGN) last week signed a 15-year 
lease with BioMed Realty Trust, Inc. 
for a new corporate headquarters and 
research and development complex 
to be constructed adjacent to its 
current facility at the Landmark at 
Eastview in the Town of Greenburgh 
in Westchester County, New York. 
Regeneron also has the option to 
extend the lease for three additional 
5-year periods. 
   The state-of-the-art complex 
will consolidate Regeneron’s 
440 Tarrytown-based employees, 
currently scattered among six 
buildings, into a three-building, 
interconnected campus. The new 
facilities will include approximately 
194,000 square feet of laboratory 
and office space in two buildings to 
be constructed by BioMed Realty 
Trust over the next two years. 

Regeneron Signs Lease for New 
Headquarters Facility to Be Built 

in Greenburgh
The Company will also retain its 
27,000 square foot specialized 
VelociGene(R) research facility 
in an existing building at the 
Landmark at Eastview. The new 
buildings will incorporate energy 
efficient technologies along with an 
open and flexible design that will 
enhance workplace interactions. 
   “This new, custom-designed 
facility supports our efforts to 
position Regeneron for the future. 
We have in place an ambitious 
business strategy built around our 
existing product candidates, robust 
scientific research programs, and 
an antibody technology platform 
that we intend to use to expand 
our clinical pipeline. The generous 
incentives we have received from 
New York State, the Town of 
Greenburgh, and the Westchester 
County IDA allow us to remain in 
our current location in Westchester 

County, NY. Further, the new facility 
will incorporate efficient design 
features and technologies that will 
enhance our business operations and 
provide cost-efficiencies,” stated 
Leonard S. Schleifer, M.D., Ph.D., 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Regeneron. 
Regeneron is a biopharmaceutical 
company that discovers, develops, 
and intends to commercialize 
therapeutic medicines for the 
treatment of serious medical 
conditions. Regeneron has 
therapeutic candidates for the 
potential treatment of cancer, eye 
diseases, and inflammatory diseases 
and has preclinical programs in 
other diseases and disorders. 

Additional information about 
Regeneron is available at 

 http://www.regeneron.com. 

MOHEGAN LAKE, NY  -- 
Westchester County has successfully 
brokered an agreement that reduces 
the cost for the 
Mohegan Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps to 
tie in to the county’s 
central dispatching 
system, known as “60-
Control.” The savings 
amounts to more than 
$300 a month for the 
Ambulance Corps.
   The Mohegan 
Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps had recently 
moved its dispatch to 
60 Control in Valhalla, 
but thought the cost of 
a phone line, known 
as a “tie-line,” to the 
radio transmitter at 
their headquarters was 
too high. The county 
Departments of 
Emergency Services 
and Information Technology agreed 

County Works to Reduce Tie-In Costs 
for Mohegan Ambulance

Agreement Reduces Costs for Local Department; Opens Dispatch Line 
to Other Agencies 

and met with Mohegan board 
members to come up with a more 
economical solution.

   “The county was able to leverage 
an alternate, more reliable way to 
connect Mohegan to 60 Control 
resulting in a less expensive 
monthly rate,” County Executive 
Andy Spano said. “We pursued 
a number of different avenues 
and the proposal put forth at the 
end of that process represented a 
monthly savings of $300 or $400 
for Mohegan.”

The Department of Information 
Technology worked with 
Cablevision LightPath to offer 

greater reliability 
and faster, higher 
quality connection 
for less cost. 
Emergency Services 
is now looking 
into connecting the 
Lake Mohegan Fire 
Department using 
the same lines as the 
Ambulance Corps.
The agreement was 
initiated by County 
Legislators Bill 
Burton and Mike 
Kaplowitz who 
worked to bring 
the parties together. 
Burton, chairman of 
the Public Safety and 
Security Committee, 
said he was “pleased 
the county and 

LightPath were able to come up 
with a solution to save Mohegan 
money as well as continue their 
high level of service.”
Kaplowitz, a member of the same 
committee, also emphasized the 
public benefit that will come from 
the savings.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Jim Foy, 
President & CEO of St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital in Yonkers 
and Ron Corti, President & CEO 
of Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry announced last week that 
the hospitals have filed suit against 
ANTONIA C. NOVELLO, as 
Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Health, THE NEW 
YORK STATE COMMISSION 
ON HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY, 
STEPHEN BERGER, as 
Commissioner of the New 
York State Commission 
on Healthcare Facilities 
in the 21st Century, 
GEORGE E. PATAKI, as 
Governor of the State of 
New York, and the State 
of New York.
    This lawsuit challenges 
the constitutionality 
of the legislation 
creating the New York 
State Commission on 
Healthcare Facilities 
in the 21st Century (the 
Berger Commission”). 
The challenge is based on 
the Berger Commission’s 
recommendation to close the 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry, and revoke its operating 
license, without providing any due 
process or hearing rights to address 
what amounts to extinction of the 
Hospital’s constitutionally protected 
property interests. The lawsuit 
also seeks to set aside the Berger 
Commission’s recommendations 
on the grounds that it conducted 
its deliberations concerning the 
closure recommendation in a 
secret, closed door meeting. By 
doing so, the commission violated 
the State Open Meetings Law, 
which is intended to provide the 
public with the ability to observe 

Lawsuit Filed Over Closing of 
Community Hospital at Dobbs Ferry

governmental action. The lawsuit 
also attacks the Commission’s 
closure recommendation on the 
grounds that it amounts to state 
rule making, which requires public 
notice and comment under the State 
Administrative Procedures act.
    “Unfortunately, we had no 
other alternative,” says Ron Corti, 
President & CEO of Community 
Hospital at Dobbs Ferry. “We 
cannot accept this decision without 
a fight when every fact shows that 

we should not be closed. We are 
the most profitable, most efficient 
and the fastest-growing hospital in 
the Hudson Valley Region. As the 
Regional Advisory Committee to the 
Berger Commission acknowledged 
“the Community Hospital does 
not cause any real burden to the 
taxpayers, there are no efficiencies 
to be gained and possibly profit to 
be lost.” 
    “We feel that they gave no 
thought to the ramifications to our 
entire integrated health system,” 
said Jim Foy, President & CEO. 
“St. John’s is already under a 
financial strain and the result of 
the closure of Community Hospital 

at Dobbs Ferry, which carries 2 
million in administrative costs, will 
result in the further elimination 
of 40 positions at St. John’s, a 
significant increase in waiting 
time in our already over-burdened 
Emergency Room, The closure of 
Valentine Lane Family Practice, 
a diagnostic treatment center in 
Southwest Yonkers which provides 
20,000 visits annually to women 
and children of mostly Latino and 
Arabic descent, The closure of the 

Archway substance abuse 
program in Mount Vernon, 
which provides 19,000 
visits annually, The 
closure of Greenburgh 
ATS substance abuse 
program, which provides 
26,000 visits annually, the 
reduction by 50% of the 
enrollment of the Cochran 
School of Nursing and 
the closure of St. John’s 
award winning School 
Based Asthma program,” 
he said.
    Community Hospital 
at Dobbs Ferry is an 
active and vital part of 
the Dobbs Ferry area 

and surrounding communities 
in Westchester. Examples of the 
hospitals positive contribution 
to area health care include the 
Ashikari Breast Care Center, the 
largest surgical oncology practice 
in Westchester, which provides 
mammography and other related 
programs to over 6,000 women 
annually. The hospital’s emergency 
department is the fastest growing in 
the area. Staffed by Board-certified 
emergency medicine physicians, 
the emergency department handled 
8,000 patient visits in 2005 and is 
projected to handle close to 9,000 

ER cases in 2006. 
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YONKERS, NY –  “I am delighted 
to report that the school district 
as a whole has been vindicated,” 
stated Bernard P. Pierorazio, 
Superintendent of Schools, “based 
on the extensive and comprehensive 
investigation just completed by 
the Yonkers Inspector General’s 
Department.”  The Superintendent’s 
Report to the Board states there is no 
reason to believe that test tampering 
or other testing improprieties are a 
pervasive problem.  The Inspector 
General’s expanded investigation 
reveals that the instances of test 
tampering were limited to 11 
classes at four schools out of the 
total of approximately 200 regular 
and special education third, fourth 
and fifth grade classes in twenty-
nine elementary schools. 
   In a May 22, 2006 letter to 
Superintendent of Schools Bernard 
P. Pierorazio, NYSED informed 
the School District that it was 
invalidating the 2006 ELA scores of 
three classes at School 29 and one 
class at the Casimir Pulaski School 
and directed the School District to 
conduct an investigation.  NYSED 
based its decision on an analysis 
of erasures on students’ multiple 
choice answer sheets which 
occurred after they received an 

Yonkers Superintendent of Schools Releases 
Report to NYSED

District-wide Investigation into the Schools Administration of the New York State English 
Language Arts Exams, January 2006

undated, anonymous letter which 
stated that “I was 
appalled during 
the correction of 
the ELA exams, 
the amount of 
q u e s t i o n a b l e 
erasures and 
responses that were 
not in children’s 
handwriting.” 
   To confirm 
the integrity and 
validity of Yonkers 
Public Schools 
(YPS) district-wide 
New York State 
English Language 
Arts Exams (ELA) results, after 
consultation with Trustees of the 
Board of Education, Superintendent 
Pierorazio in June 2006 initiated an 
expanded, comprehensive erasure 
analysis investigation of YPS 
elementary schools for the ELA 
administered in January 2006.  
The investigation’s scope included 
grades 3, 4 and 5 in all elementary 
schools, and the Yonkers Inspector 
General’s Department (IG) was 
asked to facilitate the investigation 
along with YPS administrative 
staff.  “We have chosen to go well 
beyond the State’s required review 

to restore confidence in our schools 
and establish 
credibility in our 
process,” said 
Bernadette Dunne, 
President, Board 
of Education.  
Mr. Pierorazio 
added, “It is the 
responsibility of 
the Yonkers Public 
Schools to protect 
the public trust.  
This community 
rightfully expects 
excellence and 
integrity in 
education.  The 

Trustees and I are determined to 
do what is right for the school 
district.” 
The IG’s findings indicated classes in 
four additional schools necessitated 
further review - School 5, School 
21, Montessori School 31 and Cedar 
Place School.  The investigation 
revealed no evidence to support that 
test tampering occurred at School 5 
and Montessori School 31.  
   As a result of these findings, in 
addition to the test results already 
invalidated by the NYSED, the 
Superintendent recommended that 
the results from two 4th grade and 

two 5th grade classes at School 21 
and three 5th grade classes at Cedar 
Place School also be invalidated.  
   In addition, the District is taking 
steps to strengthen test security 
in all schools to ensure that, 
no matter how limited, testing 
improprieties do not occur in the 
future. Finally, disciplinary and/or 
administrative action will occur 
where appropriate. 
   According to Philip A. Zisman, 
Yonkers Inspector General, “While 
the investigation revealed evidence 
of test tampering at four schools, 
it is important to emphasize that 
there is no reason to believe that 
test tampering extended beyond 
those schools or is endemic to the 
Yonkers Public School system.  
Erasure analysis was performed on 
all multiple choice answer sheets for 
4,570 students in hundreds of 3rd, 4th 
and 5th grade classes in 29 different 
schools.  While test tampering 
at any level is unacceptable and 
does a tremendous disservice to 
educators and parents who rely 
on test results to make important 
educational decisions, there is every 
reason to believe that the results of 
standardized tests administered at 
YPS are on the whole reliable and 
accurate.”

MOUNT VERNON, NY -
- The myriad joys of Yiddish 
will highlight the January 
3rd luncheon meeting of the Sinai 
Free Synagogue Sisterhood. 
A short film on the National 
Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, 
MA, will be featured. This 
organization exists to save and 
collect thousands of Yiddish books 
that were about to disappear from 
libraries all over the world and 
to revitalize Yiddish literature, 
a surprisingly strong remnant 
of a supposedly dying culture. 
   The meeting starts at 12:15 
p.m. in the Synagogue auditorium 
at 550 North Columbus 

Avenue in Mount Vernon. 
   After the film, there will be a 
Yiddish sing-a-long. Alan Mohl, 
a retired social worker, will 
accompany the group on the piano. 
Another attraction planned is a 
selection of Yiddish short stories 
told by top actors (in English). 
   The public, including both men 
and women, is invited to attend.  
   Lunch is $5 for Sisterhood 
members and their guests, $8 for 
others. 

For information and reservations, 
please call the Synagogue office at 
1-914 / 664.1727.

Synagogue Women Will 
Celebrate

Yiddish Literature
and Music

United Hebrew Geriatric Center Gerontechnology 
Program Graduates Fall Semester Students

UHGC/Pace University Partnership Flourishes
New Rochelle , NY -- (December 
19, 2006) – United Hebrew Geri-
atric Center (UHGC) recently held 
a graduation ceremony for its resi-
dents who participated in the fall 

From left to right: Joann Dewe-Mathews, Director of Regulatory Affairs, 
UHGC; Dozene Guishard, program coordinator, Westchester Department 
of Senior Programs and Services; Dr. Jean F. Coppola, Assistant Profes-
sor, Pace University Ivan G. Seidenberg School of Computer Science and 
Information Systems; Collette Phipps, Westchester Department of Senior 
Programs and Services; Dr. Fran Gustavson, Professor of Information 
Systems, School of Computer Science and Information Systems, Pace 

University; and Linda Forman, Vice President of Community Relations at 
UHGC and at the graduation ceremony for the fall semester of UHGC’s 

Gerontechnology program

semester Gerontechnology class. 
Residents celebrated their success 
in a special graduation ceremony 
attended by UHGC staff and ad-
ministrators, representatives from 

Pace University and Westchester 
County’s Department of Senior 
Program and Services.
   Most people rely on comput-
ers to fulfill such needs as making 
travel arrangements, checking the 
weather and staying in touch with 
loved ones through e-mail. It’s no 
surprise that people are using their 

computers more today than ever 
before. However, seniors, the fast-
est growing population, are often 
not comfortable with technology. 
The Gerontechnology program was 
developed to educate seniors on 
the use of computers and provide 
them a sense of comfort in utilizing 
them.

Colin McKeon, a Pace University student, with UHGC Soundview  
Apartment resident Margaret Hunter at the graduation ceremony for the 

fall semester of UHGC’s Gerontechnology program

Student residents of Soundview Apartments and teachers celebrate gradu-
ation and their newfound relationships. From left to right: resident Marie 
Colicchio; Pace University students Ellen Hollister and Lauren McMann; 
residents Martha Revette and Shirley Hunter; and Pace University senior 

David Worthley at the graduation ceremony for the fall semester of 
UHGC’s Gerontechnology program

Pace University senior David Worthley with UHGC Soundview Apart-
ments resident Doris Doughlin at the graduation ceremony for the fall 

semester of UHGC’s Gerontechnology program

By Harold Wolfson

LARCHMONT, NY and 
MAMARONECK, NY -- Our 
local libraries are still the gateway 
to the American Dream, but they 
need continuing support.
   That was the message given 
by Mamaroneck and Larchmont 
public library officials to the Local 
Summit organization at its regular 
monthly meeting on December 19th 
at the Nautilus Diner.
   Representing the institutions were 
Helen Rafferty, board president 
and Susan Benton, director of the 
Mamaroneck Public Library and 
Miriam Curnin, board president 
and Diane Courtney, director of the 
Larchmont Public Library.
Ms. Rafferty offered herself as a 
‘poster child.’ She said she was 
able to achieve the American dream 
because of a library in her native 
Brooklyn. “Libraries have the 
power to change people’s lives for 
the better,” she said. “They changed 
my life.”
Father Was a Day Laborer
   She said she was born to a family 
with no money. Her father came  
from Ireland and worked as a day 
laborer. “I know how difficult it can 
be for an immigrant  to find work,” 
she said. 
Her father went to a certain street 
corner in Brooklyn to wait for work. 
When a carpenter picked him up, 
he was a carpenter. When a painter 
picked him up, he was a painter.
   She said her local library was a 
“gateway to opportunity.” Through 
the library she could learn, “…
anything I wanted to. This changed 
my life expectations and ability to 
grasp opportunities.”
“This same miracle still takes place 
in libraries,” she said. “But many 
people are still outside the gates 
and don’t know how to get in. And 
the gap between those who get in 
and those who don’t is widening.” 
She said that greater public support 
for libraries can narrow that gap, 
adding, “Libraries are the most 
democratic institutions in the 
country.” 
More Libraries than McDonald’s 
   Ms. Courtney presented the 
Larchmont story. She said that 
“Nationwide, there are more 
libraries than McDonalds. 
Larchmont Library is the 6th busiest 
in Westchester. At age 80, it is open 
63 hours a week and lends out 
367,000 books, discs, DVDs and 
other items a year. She said that the 
library runs a host of programs to 
serve a variety of interests and is 
conducting a current user survey 
to learn what new services will be 
helpful. She said that in the book 

publishing field, “I am known as 
the ‘queen of book clubs’ because 
we support 32 book clubs here.”
Larchmont Library Board 
Chairman Curnin noted that despite 
its progress, the library suffers from 
lack of space. But she said there are 
plans afoot to enlarge its children’s 
section and certain other areas and to 
add technological improvements.
   Ms. Courtney showed one 
technological innovation, a 
matchbook size device dangling 
from a cord. It proved to be 
a  “Playaway” MP3 electronic 
device preloaded with a popular 
novel which will be available to 
cardholders. The library also has 
a system by which the public can 
download books from the library’s 
website to their own MP3 player.
Ms. Rafferty presented both good 
and bad news about the Mamaroneck 
Library. The bad news is that its 
physical plant is crumbling and 
its space is far insufficient for the 
ambitious programs conducted. The 
good news is that, as previously 
reported in the press, the library 
plans a $17 million renovation and 
expansion that will upgrade the 
present facilities and provide 20,000 
additional square feet of space. The 
Library board has already begun 
fundraising with good results.
   Ms. Benton pointed out that the 
83-year old Mamaroneck Library 
serves a very diverse population 
for which it offers a wide variety 
of programs, including special 
programs for immigrants. Like its 
Larchmont cousin it has a great 
number of technologically based 
services and for many families 
it provides their only computer 
access.
Library Use Growing
   In answer to a question about 
whether the use of  the libraries 
has been reduced by the public’s 
growing access to the Internet, Ms. 
Benton said, “No, our activity has 
increased 40 percent over the past 
five years.”
Ms. Courtney also verified this. She 
said that baby boomers going back 
to school or changing jobs have 
increased library attendance as well 
as school children who find they 
need help in both their computer 
and research skills.
Both librarians gave high praise to 
the Westchester Library System, 
a cooperative through which 
cardholders can order books from 
any library in the county.
   The Local Summit, which 
hosted the meeting, is an informal 
community council which promotes 
dialogue and advocacy to help the 
community become a better place 
to live for everyone.

Local Libraries
are

Still Gateways
to the

American Dream

Helen Rafferty, board president of the Mamaroneck Public Library, 
(second from left), said that as the daughter of an Ireland-born father 

who supported the family as a day laborer, her gateway to the American 
dream was her local Brooklyn library. She told a Local Summit meeting 

that libraries still have the power to change people’s lives for the 
better. Others shown. (left to right) are Susan Benton. director of the 

Mamaroneck Public Library, Miriam Curnin. board president and Diane 
Courtney, director of the Larchmont Public Library.
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The Feiner Report 
Greenburgh - A Year in Review

this year. Some homeowners 
were out of power 5 or 6 times. I 
organized a lobbying initiative 
to persuade Con Ed to study the 
feasibility of placing power lines 
underground. The Greenburgh 
Town Board approved a resolution 
I had introduced calling for a study. 
Con Ed agreed to conduct the 
study.
GENERATOR TO BE PLACED AT 
TOWN HALL -- Most municipalities 
do not have emergency generators 
in municipal buildings to provide 
power in the event of a power 
outage. The Greenburgh Town 
Board approved a budget request 
I made to appropriate funds for an 
emergency generator at Town Hall. 
The Town Hall could also be used 
to provide emergency shelter for 
seniors and disabled residents in 
event of a power outage.
LIBRARY- The Town Board 
approved bids for the 20 million 
library construction. The 
construction of the library will start 
in January, 2007 (about 8 months 
after the construction was originally 
supposed to begin). The old Town 
Hall, which was originally going 
to be used for a temporary library 
during construction, will not be 
used for that purpose. Instead, the 
temporary library will be located at 
satellite locations. Demita Gerber, 
Greenburgh’s Library Director, 
resigns her position - takes a new 
job in Wisconsin.
LIBRARY CONTRACT-- Bad news 
for unincorporated Greenburgh, 
good news for Ardsley: Elmsford 
decided not to renew their contract 
with Greenburgh for library services. 
Instead, Elmsford signed a contract 
for library services for 4 years with 
Ardsley. Greenburgh will lose about 
a million dollars during the 4 year 
contract. Elmsford residents, who 
will be given an Ardsley library 
card, will have library privileges 
throughout Westchester -including 
Greenburgh - because Ardsley is a 

member of the Westchester Library 
system.
TWO HOMELESS SHELTERS 
CLOSE--WESTHAB closed two 
homeless shelters in Greenburgh: 
One in Elmsford and another in the 
Fulton Park section of Greenburgh. 
DOG PARK APPROVED--A bark 
for the park rally at Town Hall this 
summer led to the Town Board 
approving a resolution designating 
East Rumbrook Park as the location 
for a dog park. The dog park will be 
built in 2007.
SHELL HYDROGEN PROPOSES 
HYDROGEN FUEL STATION 
IN EDGEMONT--Shell Hydrogen 
proposed a hydrogen fuel station 
in Edgemont, just south of Ardsley 
Road. If approved, the station would 
be the 3rd station in the United 
States. The Planning Board will be 
reviewing the application in 2007.
EDGEMONT WINS $1.4 
MILLION CERTIORARI CASE- 
Usually, when property owners file 
certiorari actions in court they win or 
there is a court settlement. Midway 
lost a lawsuit--saving the Edgemont 
school district $817,000. THe town 
worked with the Edgemont school 
district on fighting the lawsuit.
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL AT 
DOBBS FERRY - A state panel 
recommended the closure of the 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry. The Greenburgh Town Board 
joined other municipal boards in 
approving a resolution calling on 
the state not to close the hospital. 
This hospital actually is making 
money.
CITIZENS INSURANCE 
COMMITTEE ISSUES REPORT 
- A Citizens Insurance Committee, 
chaired by Edgemont resident 
RIchard Liskov, issued a 
comprehensive report address town 
insurance issues.
NEW POET LAUREATE-- The 
Greenburgh Town Board appointed 
Westchester’s first municipal Poet 
Laureate, Brenda Connor-Bey.

CABLEVISION WITHDRAWS 
REQUEST FOR HELIPAD: 
Cablevision withdrew its request 
to place a helipad at their Madison 
Square Garden training facility 
located in Greenburgh - which 
serves the NY Knicks, Liberty and 
Rangers team. 
MORE LEAF COLLECTION 
FUNDS-- The Town Board 
increased the leaf collection 
overtime budget by $20,000. 
Hopefully, leaf collection will 
improve in 2007.
HARTSDALE PARKING --The 
Hartsdale Parking Garage was 
renovated in 2006. A committee is 
being formed to address residential 
parking needs on E Hartsdale Ave. 
There is a shortage of residential 
parking on the avenue.
NEW BLOG: Residents can 
participate in the dialogue by 
visiting my new blog: www.
pfeinerblogspot.com
DECADE OLD HOUSING 
PROPOSAL MOVES FORWARD: 
THE Greenburgh Town Board 
approved findings for Avalon Green 
- a housing complex in E Irvington 
(on Elmsford’s border) that will 
include 444 units of housing, 10% 
affordable housing. The housing 
was first proposed over 11 years ago. 
Originally, the developer wanted to 
build about 800 units of housing. 
After many years of negotiations 
with the neighboring communities 
an agreement was reached.
SOLAR PANELS DEDICATED AT 
TOWN HALL-- Solar panels were 
placed on the roof of Town Hall, 
partially powering our Town Hall.
Our energy conservation coordinator 
proposed energy efficient standards 
for new commercial construction, 
energy efficient standards in the 
town purchasing/procurement 
policy and a plan for energy audits 
and efficiency improvements on 
additional town facilities. A green 
energy fair was held.
CHECK OUT BUILDING DEPT 

ENFORCEMENT--The Building 
Department has an online listing 
of each complaint they receive by 
offense and disposition. One can 
now file complaints online.
STUDENT RUN CABLE TV 
SHOWS--Students now host cable 
TV shows shown on our public 
access station.
I N T E R G E N E R AT I O N A L 
PROGRAMS- A toddler/senior 
intergeneration program was started 
at the Theodore Young Community 
Center. Seniors and toddlers from 
Union Child Day Care Center 
participate in these get togethers.
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH 
CREDIT UNION: The Town Board 
approved a lease agreement with 
a credit union to rent space on the 
2nd floor of Town Hall. The credit 
union opened it’s offices in 2006.
HISTORY: The Town Historian, 
Frank Jazzo, organized a re-
enactment of the 225th anniversary 
of  AMerica’s March to Yorktown. 
Marchers camped at the Odell 
House. The use of the Odell House 
on Ridge Road in Hartsdale as 
General Rochambeau’s HQ in 
1787 as well as the Washington 
Rochambeau Route Passing through 
Greenburgh was highlighted.
V I L L A G E S /
UNINCORPORATED: THe 
dispute between unincorporated 
Greenburgh and the villages was not 
resolved. The Town Board voted to 
appeal a lawsuit concerning Taxter 
Ridge. A mediation committee 
was appointed consisting of 
representatives of the villages and 
unincorporated Greenburgh. No 
legislative recommendations have 
been made.
E Rumbrook Park-- The Town Board 
approved funds for implementing 
phase 1 of the East Rumbrook 
Park Improvement Master PLan. 
$200,000 was included in the 2006 
capital budget.
IMPROVEMENTS IN OUR 
PARKS: A loop trail was constructed 

at Glenville Woods -a hikers guide is 
being prepared. Cabanasas Section 
E & H have been renovated at FV 
Park pool complex. New restrooms 
at Secor Park. Washington Ave 
park community garden renovated. 
Pocantico Park redesigned and 
landscaped. Exterior of E Rumbrook 
Park Utility Fitness Center building 
renovated. A new 55 and older adult 
softball league formed.
HOLIDAY DECORATIONS: 
New holiday decorations on E 
Hartsdale Ave. Funding donated by 
Westachester Greenhouses.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
STUDY COMPLETED --by 
department of planning.
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW 
OF ZONING ORDINANCE--We 
hired BFJ Planning to commence 
a comprehensive review of our 
zoning ordinance.
COMMUNITY POLICING: THe 
Town Board voted to increase our 
police department by 3. We restored 
community policing at Fairview to 
its previous levels. We expanded 
community policing to serve 
Mayfair Knollwood. Serious crime 
continues to be at a historic low. The 
police expanded basic life support 
to enable EMTs to administer 
Epinesphrine and Albuterol (shock/
respiratory).
9A Bypass: state officials agreed to  
go out to bid for 9A bypass which 
will reduce traffic congestion in 
Greenburgh/Elmsford/Ardsley.
RIDGE HILL: We have been 
meeting with Yonkers officials 
and the developers of the Ridge 
Hill development to address traffic 
congestion/safety issues. The 
Yonkers City Council approved plans 
for the Ridge Hill development--3 
million square feet of residential, 
commercial development on the 
Yonkers/Greenburgh border.
WEBB FIELD: The Town Board 
received a $97,000 federal grant to 
landscape Webb field. We finalized 
a contract with Ward Associates. 

Concrete walkway/landscaping 
around wall to take place in 2007.
SIDEWALK POLICY: The Town 
Board approved a resolution 
directing me to propose a sidewalk 
policy. I complied with the request. 
The Town Board has not yet 
approved or acted on the proposal.
CYCLED FROM HARTSDALE 
TO DC TO RAISE AWARENESS 
FOR STEM CELL RESEARCH-
-I cycled to Washington from 
Hartsdale to raise awareness for 
stem cell research. Our group of 
over a dozen cyclists also raised 
funds for volunteer firefighter 
Lorraine Valentini who is paralyzed 
from the neck down due to a bicycle 
accident. Our group of cyclists met 
with Senators Hillary Clinton and 
Chuck Schumer in the capitol. 
Senator Schumer promised to wear 
a Team Lorraine wristband daily 
until stem cell research funding 
is approved by the Congress and 
signed into law.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
MAINTAINED: Manhattan Ave-- 
The Town Board approved the sale 
of 3 affordable housing apartment 
complexes on Manhattan Ave and 
Oak Street. A one million dollar tax 
break request was withdrawn after 
our energy conservation coordinator, 
Nikki Coddington, was able to 
find energy conservation grants.  
The Greenburgh Town Board 
approved a resolution creating an 
affordable housing committee, with 
Councilwoman Eddie Mae Barnes 
appointed as chair.
FUNDING FOR TZ BRIDGE 
STUDY: The Greenburgh Town 
Board voted to fund a $30,000 study 
of the impacts a new TZ bridge 
will have on the 287 Greenburgh 
corridor.
NEW STATE SENATOR--
Greenburgh will be represented by 
a new State Senator. Andrea Stewart 
Cousins will replace Nick Spano as 
our representative in Albany. 

currently living in group homes and 
shelters in Westchester. 
   “There are thousands of children 
whose names remain in a bright 
green ‘NEED PAJAMAS’ folder 
in our office.  The number in 
Westchester alone is staggering.  I 
committed to each of the ‘receiving 
organizations’, including shelters 
and group homes, we serve in 
Westchester that we would provide 
each of their children with pajamas 
this season,” stated Ms. Piturro. “I 
knew it was a hefty goal for us but 
through the efforts of our honorees, 
benefit committee, sponsors and our 
entire family of supporters, we were 
able to raise more than double what 
was needed to satisfy our promise 
to children in need in Westchester.”
   It was an afternoon filled with 
heartwarming sentiments, success 
stories and surprises.  During the 
opening, Ms. Piturro, in complete 

astonishment, announced that she 
just learned that Event co-chair 
and 2005 “Family Man”, Armand 
Paganelli, had just entered into 
agreement with a manufacturer in 
Bangkok to purchase their entire 
supply of children’s sleepwear, 
totaling 12,000 pajamas.  
   Pajama Program named the 
following fathers “Family Men of 
Westchester” for their outstanding 
commitment to family and their 
communities:  
   Richard Biondi of White Plains, 
father of two and grandfather of 
five.  He is Senior Vice President of 
White Plains Hospital Center.
   Peter Herrero of Scarsdale, father 
of three and president of New York 
Hospitality Group in White Plains.
   Malcolm Macdougall of Ardsley, 
father of three and principal/creative 
director of Salt Pond Productions/
Kitchen Sink Productions in 
Ardsley.
   Honorable Bruce E. Tolbert of 

Yonkers, father of two and Justice 
in the New York State Supreme 
Court based in White Plains.
   Randy Weis of Fairfield, CT, 
father of three, stepfather to two 
and grandfather to four.  He is 
President, RD Weis Companies in 
Port Chester.
   Aron Myers, Division Director for 
Westchester Youth Services at The 
Children’s Village in Dobbs Ferry, 
was honored with the special honor, 
the Sgt. Anthony Kalladeen “Spirit 
Of Hope” Award, bestowed upon 
someone who has overcome great 
adversity and hardships to become 
a success.
   For more information about the 
“Family Men of Westchester”, 
contact Hospitality Resource Group, 
Inc. at 1-914 / 761.7111.  For more 
information about volunteering or 
donating to the Pajama Program, 
visit www.pajamaprogram.org or 
call Genevieve Piturro at 1-646 / 
522.6836.

Pajama Program Honors Five
Proceeds Provide 1618 Children in Need in Westchester with Pajamas 

for the Holiday Season
From Page 1

By Tom Bock

   Tragedy’s are only good on stage. 
Emergency services personnel deal 
with tragedy daily. Most police 
officers, firefighters and medical 
personnel have answered a calling 
to help others. They are the easily 
visible “heroes-of-help”. This time, 
firefighters of Elmsford, N.Y., will 
be helping other firefighters.
   On Saturday morning, January 
13th, many members of the Semi-
nar Committee for the Elmsford 
Fire Department will rise before 
daylight. Their planning, meet-
ings and efforts will finally come 
to fruition at the Marriot Hotel on 
Tarrytown Road. This all-volunteer 
fire department will be hosting its 
annual firematic seminar. It is dedi-
cated to the memory of their first 
guest speaker, New York City Fire 
Department Lieutenant Andy 
Fredericks (below), of Squad Co. 
18. Andy was tragically lost at the 
World Trade Center attacks on Sep-

Elmsford Fire Department to Host  
Andy Fredericks Annual Firematic 

Seminar and Exhibition

tember 11. 
   Up before even Dunkin Donuts 
employees are called into action, 
the committee of forty to fifty un-

paid, skilled firefighters set up and 
prepare the area for the numerous 
members of other fire department’s 
arrival. They’ll be attending this 
seminar to learn life-saving tech-
niques from Deputy Chief Billy 
Goldfeder (below), of the Love-
land-Symmes, Ohio Fire Depart-
ment. All Elmsford Fire Depart-
ment members will be participating 

in this  “all-hands call”. 
   The Marriot Hotel, resides within 
the Elmsford Fire Department’s fire 
protection district. They are host 
to many events and have corporate 
functions daily. Their management, 
in conjunction with the fire depart-
ment’s officers, work hand-in-hand 
almost daily to ensure an excellent 
relationship between the two. The 
Marriot Hotel donates the use of the 
space for the seminar each year. 
   Many aspects of the seminar are 

set up in advance. Registration 
tables and crews will be “at the 
ready”, knowing the first regis-
trant last year arrived at 7:05 a.m. 
(registration is advertised to be-
gin at 8 a.m.). This annual event 
seems to routinely draw firefighters 
from as far away as Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia. Walter Ferguson, of 
Burn Care Everywhere, says, “This 
seminar has become the annual pre-
mier firematic event held in New  
York State!” 
   After a brief question and answer 
period there will be a fifty-fifty raf-
fle and door prizes donated by the 
exhibitors will be given away. They 
range from simple model fire trucks 
to complicated and expensive fire 
and rescue gear. The raffle proceeds 
are added into the monies donated 
to three charities: FDNY Squad 18 
Family Fund www.fdnysquad18.
com; Firemen’s Home, Hudson, 
N.Y. www.fasny.com; and Burn 
Care Everywhere www.burncare.
org. 
   Chief Syd Henry, and Co-Chair-
man of the Seminar Committee 
stated, “I hope everyone walks 
away having learned something. It 
promises to be an excellent presen-
tation!” 
   Staying safe and going home 
should be a little easier to do thanks 
to the tremendous effort of the 
members of the Elmsford Fire De-
partment.

   For information, log onto
www.elmsfordfd.com/seminar.htm

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Just as 
TIME Magazine announced its 
choice for “Person of the Year”—
YOU, two Westchester corporations 
joined forces to recognize the 
outstanding contributions of 
“YOU” as well.  In this case the 
“YOU” is Westchester’s most 
dedicated, influential and hard-
working individuals: the staff 
and volunteers of not-for-profit 
organizations. A campaign 
launched last month, well before 
mainstream media was knocked 
sideways by the announcement 
of TIME’s unconventional choice 
for Person of the Year (naming 
a collective people and not an 
individual, as in past years), Entergy 
Nuclear Northeast and Hospitality 
Resource Group Inc. (HRG) 
announced “YOU are ‘Cause’ for 
Celebration”. This holiday party, 
created in appreciation for the 
tireless efforts and extraordinary 
contributions of those involved 
with charitable causes, was held 
Wednesday, December 20th at The 
Fountainhead in New Rochelle, 
NY.  400 of Westchester’s not-for-
profit leaders, staff and volunteers 
from over 80 Westchester charities 
were the guests of honor at the 
first annual “YOU are ‘Cause’ for 
Celebration.  

Two Westchester Corporations 
Celebrate “You” 

Not to be Confused with TIME Magazine’s  
‘Person of the Year for 2006’  

L to R: Robert O. Sanders, Jr. of Hospitality Resource Group; Katherine 
Cintron of Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and Ted Nygreen of 

Radio Computing Services

Laurence Gottlieb of Entergy Nuclear Northeast (Right), Ellen Lynch of 
Yonkers Industrial Development Agency (Left) and Sue Cole of Associa-

tion of Development Officers (Center).

L to R: Kathleen Haverlack of United Way; Peter Pockriss of Historic 
Hudson Valley and Pat Braja or Paramount Center for the Art

TIME Magazine’s focus is 
on the power people hold at 
their fingertips, typing on a 
keyboard, communicating with 
the world beyond the computer 
monitor. TIME’s YOU represents 
“the public” and the influence 
they have on societal values, 
issues and markets using the 

emerging web tools made popular 
in 2006: social networking, shared 
knowledge platforms, on-line 
communities.   TIME’s person 
of the year is therefore one with 
initiative, influence and purpose.  
Entergy and HRG, through the 
creation of “YOU are ‘Cause’ 
for Celebration”,  coincidentally 

acknowledged YOU, also 
recognizing people with initiative, 
influence and purpose i.e., the not-
for-profit worker and volunteer 
that ignites passion, educates 
communities and improves quality 
of life.  In the grander scheme 
of things, “YOU” takes back the 
power of the people and delivers, 
if nothing more, affirmation that 
YOU posses the ability to make a 
difference.
“Entergy is committed to giving back 
to the communities that we serve.  
We see everyday the difference 
these individuals make.  They 
work with a remarkable passion 
and purpose with limited resources 
to make extraordinary changes,” 
commented Laurence P. Gottlieb, 
Director of Communications, 
Entergy Nuclear Northeast. “They 
motivate, challenge, inform and 
educate others to take action. There 
are a million more reasons why 
those that work in the not-for-profit 
sector should be recognized, and 
tonight, I look forward to meeting 
each person and telling them 

personally that ‘YOU are Cause for 
celebration’.”
“We are thrilled to partner with 
Entergy to present ‘You are Cause for 
Celebration’.  We work with many 
major not-for-profit organizations 
throughout the year in support 
of their development and special 
events and witness first-hand the 
dedication and passion they throw 
into everything they do,” added 
Robert Sanders, Jr. CMP, Founder 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
Hospitality Resource Group, Inc.  
“This was an opportunity for us 
to give back to this community by 
throwing the ultimate holiday bash 
where, for a change, they can be the 
guest. No agenda. No obligations 
or responsibilities. Just a night 
out with friends and colleagues to 
network, dance and close out the 
year knowing tonight was for them 
only.”
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES
The Westchester Times Tribune is offering 
an exciting opportunity for friendly upbeat 

representatives in protected territories.
It is an opportunity to obtain newspaper 
recognition through community affairs, 

fundraisers, grand openings and become a part 
of the community.

Earn a competitive commission paid weekly 
on a 1099 basis (no tax withheld). Applicants 

can work 1, 2 or 7 days per week.
This fun, profitable and independent position 

is geared for the entrepreneur who enjoys 
working with local business and creating 

longterm relationships.
Send resumes to WTTEditor@gmail.com

A&E • Community • Sports • Worship

MOUNT PLEASANT, NY --A free 
staged reading of an adaptation of 
Oscar Wilde’s play, Salomé will be 
performed by M&M Productions 
Acting Company, Inc. with YCP 
TheaterWorks on Sunday, January 
14, 2007 at 2:00 PM at the Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Road, Pleasantville, 
NY 10570 (914) 769-0548.  No 
reservations are necessary. 
   Directed by Richard Manichello, 
the actors will be Robert and 
Christine D’Amato, Kurt Lauer, 
Meret Oppenheim, David Berman, 
Jim Ormond, Richard Smith, Mary 
Ann DeRosa and  Misti Tindiglia. 
In addition, students from Walter 
Panas High School will join the cast. 
   Oscar Wilde’s Salomé has 
been sleeping for too long in 
obscurity. Although it is a classic 
story, dating back to the book 
of Matthew in the Bible, and 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester County residents who 
enjoy biking, walking, running 
and horseback riding will soon see 
major improvements to the 15-mile 
Colonial Greenway Trail that runs 
through five municipalities in the 
Sound Shore area of Westchester 
County.
   Under an arrangement announced 
last week by County Executive 
Andy Spano, the focus of the initial 
improvements will be in New 
Rochelle where approximately 
50 percent of the trail is located. 
Proposed improvements will 
be made to a segment that runs 
through the City’s Ward Acres 
Park along with pedestrian safety 
enhancements on Pine Brook Blvd. 
and Quaker Ridge Road in New 
Rochelle. 
   Also included in the proposed plan 
will be the improvement of a small 
vacant parcel of land on Flandreau 
Road that will be leased to the city 
for use as a park in conjunction 
with the trail. The city will be 
responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of the trail segments 
in New Rochelle. Funding for this 
portion of the project is expected to 
be in excess of $500,000 and will be 

Improvements to Colonial Greenway Trail  
Planned in 2007

15-Mile Trail System Loops Through New Rochelle, Larchmont, Mamaroneck and Scarsdale
part of the county’s Legacy Program 
that fosters partnerships between 
the county and its municipalities 
to promote active recreation and 
trailway development. 
   As part of the overall plan, 
the county will also be looking 
to spend another $1 million on 
improvements to other segments 
of the trail that run through county 
facilities in adjoining municipalities 
including the Town and Village 
of Mamaroneck, the Town of 
Eastchester and the Village of 
Scarsdale. These facilities include 
trails in Saxon Woods and Twin 
Lakes county parks as well as the 
trails along the Hutchinson River 
Parkway that are managed by the 
county parks department. Funding 
for this part of the project is already 
in the county’s capital program.  
A third component of the overall plan 
will be the improvement of a small 
segment of the trail in the Town of 
Mamaroneck.  It is anticipated that 
these improvements will funded 
through the federal Community 
Development Block Grant Program 
that is administered by the county 
Planning Department. 
   “The Colonial Greenway is a 
wonderful scenic 15-mile loop 

system of nature and neighborhood 
trails linking numerous open 
spaces, wooded areas, and five 
Sound Shore communities,” said 
Spano. “By taking a comprehensive 
approach to the Colonial Greenway 
project, we will be able to enhance 
the existing trails and make new 
connections that are needed to 
establish a continuous trail that can 
become part of the very popular 
county trail system.”  
Spano credited New Rochelle 
Mayor Noam Bramson and 
Mamaroneck Town Councilwoman 
Nancy Seligson for their efforts 
in planning and advocating for 
the Colonial Greenway, and New 
Rochelle Councilwoman Marianne 
Sussman for leading efforts to 
preserve parkland on Flandreau.
   Bramson said, “The Colonial 
Greenway will quickly become one 
of our region’s great open space 
and recreational resources. I am 
delighted by the county’s strong 
commitment to this project, and 
look forward to making our nature 
trails more accessible and inviting 
than ever before.”
   Seligson said, “After years of hard 
work and planning, we can now look 
forward to opening the Colonial 

Greenway to our entire extended 
community. I applaud County 
Executive Spano for his personal 
commitment to this initiative.”
Sussman applauded the county’s 
action, saying, “This is welcome 
news for the neighborhood and 
for all people in New Rochelle 
who value open space protection. 
Linking the Flandreau property to 
the Colonial Greenway will ensure 
that it is preserved for generations 
to come, and will also provide our 
residents with outstanding access to 
parks throughout our region”
   The Greenway links existing trails 
such as the Leatherstocking Trail 
with other existing pathways such 
as the Hutchinson River Pathway 
along with county and local parks 
and nature preserves. The City of 
New Rochelle and the Town of 
Mamaroneck will be working with 
the county departments of Planning, 
Parks and Public Works on the 
proposed improvements including 
landscape enhancements, signage, 
educational maps and brochures. 
To learn more about the County’s 

trail system and initiatives on 
the web, go to: http://www.

westchestergov.com/planning/
Design/trailway.html 

Salomé 
A Free Staged Reading and Talk Back Session 

with the Audience 

a familiar theme for 19th century 
visual and performing arts, Salomé is 
rarely performed today except 
in Richard Strauss’s opera. 
M&M and YCPTW are 
presenting free workshop readings in 
order to make Salomé accessible to 
modern audiences, and 
develop a new and innovative 
adaptation that captures 
the original intent while updating the 
language for a fresh appreciation of 
the story. A talk back session with 
the director, producer, actors and 
audience members will follow the 
reading along with refreshments. 

For information on Salomé and 
other library theatre by M&M 

Productions call 
1-914 / 962.3431 or go to the 
website www.MMPACI.com.

By Joe Feuerherd 

   Sacred Heart parishioners 
and residents of Bath, Pa., were 
shocked last month when Elizabeth 
Fields, Mayor of the tiny borough, 
was charged with stealing about 
$10,000 from the church’s Sunday 
collections. Fields was secretly 
videotaped in the parish rectory as 
she allegedly altered the collection 
tally sheets so the funds she 
pocketed would not be seen as a 
shortfall. 
   The community’s stunned reaction 
is typical, say experts, but theft 
at the parish and diocesan level is 
hardly surprising. In fact, it’s the 
norm. 
   A whopping 85 percent of 
U.S. dioceses have detected 
embezzlement over the past five 

85 Percent of U.S. Dioceses Report Embezzlements
Report Finds Parishes and Dioceses Lack External and Internal Controls

years, according to Villanova 
University researchers. “No 
question about it, it’s a large 
number,” said Charles Zech, 
director of the school’s Center for 
the Study of Church Management 
and coauthor of the 15-page paper, 
“Internal Financial Controls in the 
U.S. Catholic Church,” that details 
the findings. Supported by a grant 
from the Louisville Institute, Zech 
and Villanova accounting professor 
Robert West surveyed 174 diocesan 
chief financial officers. Seventy-
eight responded. 
The researchers don’t put a precise 
dollar figure on how much was 
embezzled, but the range indicates 
it’s significant. In 11 percent of 
the dioceses at least $500,000 
was stolen over the last five years 
(meaning that a minimum of $4.3 
million went missing) while one-
third of the dioceses reported thefts 
of under $50,000. “You can only 
wonder about those [96] dioceses 
that didn’t respond to our survey,” 
said Zech. 
   Dishonest church employees and 
volunteers are the immediate cause, 
but the heart of the problem lies 
elsewhere, say the researchers. 
   “Unlike corporations which provide 
quarterly financial statements to the 
SEC and hold quarterly conference 

calls with outside analysts, 
the church is subject to almost 
no recurring outside financial 
scrutiny,” according to the report. 
Further, while “many dioceses 
provide parishioners with an 
annual financial and administrative 
newsletter, which provides a highly 
summarized view of the cash flows 
for the year and the results of social 
and spiritual programs offered by 
the diocese -- many other dioceses 
do neither.”
   While external oversight of 
diocesan and parish finances is 
virtually nonexistent, internal 
checks are hardly any better. “Only 
3 percent of the dioceses conducted 
an annual internal audit of their 
parishes,” while “21 percent of the 
dioceses indicated that they seldom 
or never audit their parishes.” 
When such reviews do occur, the 
researchers say, it’s frequently 
because a pastor or bookkeeper has 
ceased working in the parish. 
   Meanwhile, in more than 10 
percent of the dioceses, the chief 
financial officer is responsible for 
hiring the external auditor, whose 
job it is to review the work of -- the 
chief financial officer. The bishop 
or the diocesan finance council 
should hire the external auditor, say 
the researchers. “It’s one of those 

controls that is so obvious that you 
wonder why it isn’t being done,” 
said Zech. 
   At the national level, theft and 
other irregularities are an issue for 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Budget 
and Finance. That committee’s 
document on internal financial 
controls lists seven specific types of 
fraud to which parishes and dioceses 
are susceptible. Among them: 
lapping (where an employee defers 
the recording of cash receipts from 
one source and covers the shortage 
with receipts from another source); 
accounts payable fraud (where an 
employee falsifies payments to real 
vendors or creates phony vendor 
addresses to which checks are sent); 
kickbacks and outright theft. 
   The bishops’ committee described 
a typical case of embezzlement 
related to the Sunday collection. 
“In this scenario, one person 
is responsible for counting the 
Sunday collection, making out the 
deposit ticket, taking the deposit to 
the bank, and recording amounts 
to parishioner records. This 
case is easy to detect and can be 
prevented by requiring a number of 
safeguards, including involvement 
of more than one individual 
in handling collections, dual 

counts and signatures evidencing 
concurrence of counts, segregation 
of the count procedures from 
deposit preparation, and recording 
of cash receipts.”
   Bishops’ conference guidelines 
on financial issues provide a good 
basis for establishing internal 
controls, but they lack any 
enforcement mechanism. “The 
USCCB guidelines are just that -
- guidelines,” said Zech and West. 
“Individual bishops can abide by 
them in whole or part, or reject 
them entirely.”
   Corruption is a big issue, but 
so is competence, according to 
the diocesan financial officers 
surveyed. “Lack of expertise at the 
parish level” and “parish finances 
and controls” were cited as the 
two greatest risk factors by the 
diocesan financial officers. Such 
basic procedures as withholding 
payroll taxes from parish-employee 
paychecks frequently go undone 
according to diocesan financial 
officers, said Zech. 
   Zach and West offer nine specific 
recommendations to improve 
church internal financial controls. 
They include implementation of 
the bishops’ conference guidelines 
in every diocese, establishment 
of fraud policies in every diocese, 

annual internal parish audits 
supplemented by triannual external 
audits, quarterly meetings of 
diocesan financial councils, annual 
or more frequent submission of 
financial data by all parishes and 
high schools, and selection of the 
diocesan auditor “by someone other 
than the diocesan chief financial 
officer.”
   Still, it seems unlikely that 
the recommendations will be 
universally accepted anytime soon. 
The report notes that “since churches 
rely on sacred belief systems, 
internal controls might be viewed 
as a secular concern and either 
inherently evil or at a minimum 
unnecessary in churches. In fact, 
it might be considered insulting to 
church workers and volunteers to 
even imply that internal financial 
controls are important.”
   Said Zech, “Part of the problem 
in faith-based organizations is that 
we assume people are honest, so 
we don’t put in the controls that a 
business would put in. They just 
want to believe that [theft] won’t 
happen and they’re always stunned 
when it does happen.” 

Joe Feuerherd is NCR (National 
Catholic Reporter) Washington 

correspondent.

RIVERDALE, NY -- Making the 
transition from the volleyball season 
into the holiday season, Manhattan 
Volleyball teamed up with the 
Lasallian Collegians, a service-
oriented organization on campus, to 
bring holiday cheer to local school 
children at the St. Jerome School on 
Alexander Ave. in the Bronx earlier 
this month.
   Following a campus-wide toy 
drive, the two Manhattan groups 
ventured over to Alexander Ave. on 
December 3 to deliver the gifts and 
engage with the local youth. 

   “It felt great to give back to the 
community,” said sophomore 
setter Alyssa Getzel (Richmond, 
Va./James River). “We had a great 
time doing it. We always have fun 
when we get together as a team, but 
this was special because we were 
helping people.”
   After receiving a flier soliciting 
toy donations for the Lasallian 
Collegian Toy Drive, Head Coach 
Ray Green immediately recognized 
a prime opportunity to give back 
to the local community, but he 
wanted his program to do more than 
contribute toys to the cause. After 
tapping into their personal funds 
and purchasing a wide array of 
toys for the drive, the Lady Jaspers 
coordinated and carried out the 
delivery aspect of the project with 
the Lasallian Collegians. 
   “Joining in on this project was 
awesome on several different 
levels,” noted Green. “Not only 
did we come together as a team 
to do something positive for the 

Manhattan Volleyball Spreads  
Holiday Cheer

community and put smiles on 
children’s faces, but we also worked 
with another group on campus that 
we weren’t really familiar with 
beforehand.” 
   Community service has been 3 
recurring theme for Green and his 
program during the coach’s current 
three-year tenure at Manhattan. 
Last December, Green was one of 
six collegiate volleyball coaches 
in the nation to serve at the NCAA 
Youth Education Through Sports 
Clinic. Accompanied by former 
players Ashley Davis ‘06, 
and Lori Barnbauer ‘06, Green 
traveled to San Antonio, Texas 
for the event which was held in 
conjunction with the 2005 NCAA 
Women’s Volleyball Final Four. 
   This past May, Green and five 
other American mentors, traveled 
to Lagos, Nigeria as part of the 
Nigerian Volleyball Project, a 
government-sponsored program 
aimed at aiding the developing 
nation through sport. 

By Frank Drucker 
 
YONKERS, NY -- The New York 
chapter of the Greg Grismore Drum 
and Bugle Corps, which hand not 
had a whole lot to cheer about since 
their namesake invaded Fun City 
a week ago, was beribboned and 
festoooned Friday night at a moist 
Yonkers Raceway.
    That’s because Grismore finally 
found the Westchester winner’s 
circle...not once, but twice, the first 
two local victories for Northfield 

Grismore Gets Off Yonkers Schneid
Park’s leading driver.
    After finishing second in the 
$4,000, second-race pace with 
Mach Four Par Tees and fourth with 
his next assignment, Grismore and 
14-1 Nature’s Fury A closed from 
last turning for home to upset in the 
$7,000, sixth-race pace.
    The 10-year-old Down Under 
Vintner gelding paid $31 right off 
the claim for owner Kevin (Cake 
Boy) Quinn and trainer Dennis 
Laterza.
    Grismore then wired ‘em with his 
next charge, the Saratoga invader 
Meantnodisrespect ($9.70) in the 
$6,000, eighth-race pace. John 
Rybka Jr. trained the 4-year-old 
Blissful Hall gelding.
    Grismore’s two winners were 
a combined 5-for-73 this season 
coming in. He had been 0-for-10 
since arriving at Yonkers.
    “It feels a lot better after tonight,” 
Grismore said. “It gave me much 

more confidence and I hope the 
owners and trainers have more 
confidence in me. 
    “I knew it was going to be an 
adjustment, and I’m prepared for 
that,” Grismore said. “Driving at 
Yonkers is completely different 
than Northfield, and I’m learning as 
I go along.”
   Another driving “invader,” Eric 
Goodell, also won two races on the 
10-race card, as did Mark Beckwith 
and leading driver Stephane 
Bouchard.  Jim Marohn and Bruce 
Aldrich Jr. accounted for the night’s 
other driving victories.
    Saturday night, Yonkers Raceway 
has called in a few favors in order to 
get the hardest-working man of the 
season here for a visit. 
    Santa Claus, who bears an eerie 
resemblance to trainer/driver Peter 
Mele—-though we never hold that 
against him—-is gonna be put to 
work. 
    Not only is Jolly Ol’ Saint Nick 
leading the fourth-race post parade, 
he is set to take a tour of the oval 
after the fifth race. After waving 
to his adoring public, Santa plans 
to stop in the infield and give out 
goodies to the naughty and nice 
alike (hey, we don’t discriminate).
    Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year from Santa…and all of us at 
Yonkers Raceway!
    Please note that Yonkers is to be 
completely dark for live racing and 
simulcasting both Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Night, while Empire 
City’s nearly 2,400 video gaming 
machines are also getting special 
holiday hours. 
    The VGMs are open from 10 AM-
6 PM Christmas Eve, and reopen 
from 3 PM-2 AM Christmas Day. 
Beginning Dec. 26, regular daily 10 
AM-2 AM hours are back in play.

   

Frank Drucker is Publicity 
Director at Yonkers 

Raceway’s Empire City.
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Shifting Gears
Road Running in a Beamer: Mixing Sport and Comfort

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.

By Roger Witherpsoon 
   The wide, graded highways winding 
through western Massachusetts’ 
Berkshire Mountains provide a mix 
of motoring pleasures.
   If you’re cruising, there are the 
small town vistas – with the shops, 
steepled churches, railroad stations 
and farms – which provided the 
backdrop to so many of Norman 
Rockwell’s paintings of small town 
America. Many of the towns have 
small rivers going through them 
with waterfalls, mills, and covered 
bridges which beckon you from the 
highway for a leisurely tour.
   If, on the other hand, you are in 
the mood for speed, there are long 
expanses of nearly empty highway 
with well banked curves that 
beckon you to floor the accelerator 
and let the car race.
   If you are in the Berkshires in a 
BMW 335i, you can enjoy the best 
of both worlds: cruising through the 
streets Rockwell used to trod and 
park in front of Joe’s Café in Lee 
that he made famous in a Saturday 
Evening Post cover; or getting on 
the open road, flooring the pedal 
and getting shoved into the leather 
seats as the car accelerates from 0-
60 in just 4.8 seconds and pushes 
the two-door coup’s 150-mile-
per-hour limit as the forests and 
farmlands fly by. However you 
like your driving pleasure, you can 
enjoy it in the 335i.
   The 3-series of cars are at the low 
end of BMW’s high performing 
fleet, designed to compete with the 
Mercedes CLK 350. They have 
been on Car and Driver magazine’s 
10 Best list since 1992. This year’s 

edition, the BMW 335i with its 300 
horsepower, twin turbocharged 
engine, is no exception, as the 
magazine’s editors proclaimed 
“the 3-series remains the definitive 
sports sedan, delivering the driving 
satisfaction of a sports car in the 
body of a practical machine. For 
a car enthusiast, everyday drivers 
don’t come any better.”
For a car designed to run, the 
335i has 18-inch alloy wheels and 
run-flat, performance tires which 
combine with the car’s stability 

control program to tightly grip 
curves even when you’re well into 
triple digits. Its gas-pressure shock 
absorbers even out the bumps and 
cracks in the roadway, providing a 
ride that is smooth under just about 
any road conditions. 
   The 335i is not for everyone. It 
is a designed for the small to mid-
sized driver and passenger – NBA 
and NFL players need not bother. 
While there are rear seats, the 
legroom back there is limited and 
would be uncomfortable for anyone 
except, perhaps, teenagers, runway 
models and Nicole Richie.
The front seats, however, are fine 
for us average folks, with padded 

leather and seats which can be 
adjusted or heated. The test car 
was lacking a navigation system or 
satellite radio, and the CD player 
took a single disc at a time – which 
seem to be glaring omissions in a car 
that costs more than $45,000   An 
upgraded entertainment system with 
satellite radio and a 6-disc changer 
and MP3 player are available as 
options. In addition, the upgraded 
option has a navigator featuring a 
GPS system that provides real time 
traffic information, based on radio 

station signals, and will redirect 
you around traffic jams.
   Outside, the 335i is a stylish 
sports car, with the angular lines 
that are standard with the BMW 
fleet, the readily identifiable grill, 
and a low, sloping roof line more 
representative of a sports car than 
a sedan.
It is a car that has just about 
all you could ask for. BMW’s 
slogan that it is “the ultimate 
driving machine” may be a bit 
exaggerated, but cruising around 
in a 335i will leave you smiling.  
 
2007 BMW 335i Coupe 
MSRP: $45,720

EPA Mileage: 19 MPG City
29 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:
 13 MPG Mixed 
Performance/ Safety:
0 – 60 MPH  4.8 Seconds
Top Speed  150 MPH 
3.0-Liter DOHC inline-6, aluminum 
engine with twin turbochargers 
delivering 300 horsepower and 
300 pound-feet of torque; 6-speed 
manual transmission; double-pivot 
front suspension; five-link rear 
suspension; 18-inch alloy wheels; 

run-flat tires; four-wheel ventilated 
anti-lock disc brakes; dynamic 
stability control; dynamic traction 
control; dual threshold front 
airbags; front-seat side-impact, seat-
mounted airbags; xenon headlights; 
rain-sensitive windshield wipers; 
compass; heated exterior mirrors. 
Comfort/ Interior: 
Tilt and telescope, 3-spoke, leather 
wrapped steering wheel with 
fingertip controls for cruise control 
and audio; dual climate controls; 
8-way power front seats with drive 
side memory; AM/FM stereo with 
single CD and MP3 player; and 
power moonroof.

PORT CHESTER, NY -- 
The Children’s Hope Chest, 
a non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping 
children and families 
in need or crisis, just 
completed a very successful 
Hope for the Holidays 2006 
campaign. Thanks to their 
extraordinary efforts, 1470 
children who made a wish 
this holiday season will 
have their wish fulfilled.  
This grassroots organization 
recruited and organized 
hundreds of donors and 
thousand of gifts so that 
children in need will know 
that someone cares and 
that they have not been 
forgotten.  
   “It is wonderful that there 
are so many families in 
the holiday spirit who are 
eager to take on the role of 
a holiday helper to children 
in need. Our mission has 
grown tremendously over 
the past 2 years, and in 2006 we 
are proud that we could reach 
out to hundreds of families.  It is 
uplifting that so many families 
in our area have taken the time to 
search the stores or on-line to fulfill 
a child’s specific wish”, explained 
Val Sprague, Co-President of The 
Children’s Hope Chest.
   The goodwill abounded from 
hundreds of volunteers, including 
many children who spent a portion 
of their week divided into teams in 
order to complete the enormous task 
of delivering thousands of wrapped 
and labeled presents in time for the 

Chairman and CEO, of Union State 
Bank.
“With its dedicated Care 
Coordinator, Pathways to Hope 
has enabled us to heal the wounds 
of September 11th families, and 
to help other children and spouses 
who experience losses day in and 
day out, whether as a result of  war, 
violence, illnesses or accidents,” 
says Lynn Green, VP, Development 
& External Affairs for Family 
Services of  Westchester. “We are 
extremely grateful for this gift from 
Union State Bank, which will help 
make the coming year brighter 
for those families dealing with 
tragedy.” 
The U.S.B. Foundation, Inc. 
supports organizations and projects 
that enhance the quality of life 
in the community, and grants are 
made in response to a wide variety 
of community needs. To date, the 

Union State Bank Extends FSW’s  
“Pathways to Hope”

From Page 1

Foundation has supported Nyack 
Hospital, Good Samaritan Hospital, 
Phelps Memorial Hospital and 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital at 
Westchester Medical Center.  
Union State Bank is a full-service 
New York-chartered commercial 
bank with approximately $3 
billion in assets. The Bank was 
founded in 1969 in Rockland 
County, where it is headquartered 
and has the number one market 
share. In addition to its branches 
in Westchester and Rockland 
counties, it has one location each in 
Stamford, CT, Manhattan, NY,  and 
Goshen, NY. Union State Bank is a 
subsidiary of U.S.B. Holding Co., 
Inc., whose common stock is listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange, 
trading under the symbol “UBH.” 
For additional information about 
Union State Bank, log on to www.
unionstate.com. 

Founded in 1954, Family Services 
of Westchester is a not-for-profit 
agency dedicated to strengthening 
and supporting families, children 
and individuals through all stages 
of the life cycle. With an annual 
budget of $17 million and 450 
employees, FSW provides a broad 
range of mental health services, 
including family, group and 
individual counseling; adoption 
services; parent skills training; 
programs for seniors and eldercare; 
as well as employee assistance 
programs and a camp for families 
living with HIV/AIDS. FSW now 
serves 24,000 people each year 
through more than 50 programs.

For more information about FSW, 
check out www.fsw.org or call 1-

914 / 937.2320, ext. 115. 

The Children’s Hope Chest Gift of 
Giving 

holidays. 
   Although The Children’s Hope 
Chest touches many children that 
they will never meet personally, 
many of the amazing stories of their 
work do get shared. One such story 
is a mother at the Carver Center in 
Port Chester, who fell to her knees 
with relief and happiness when she 
saw the gifts for her children. “The 
gratitude on her face will ring in 
my heart long after the holidays” 
reported one volunteer.  Involving 
the children of the donors is one of 
the key missions that The Children’s 
Hope Chest hopes to achieve.  

“Under our guidance, we hope to 
instill in our children the value of 
helping others, and we hope this 
value will carry on throughout their 
teenage and adult life”, explained 
Rosemary Cordasco, Co-President 
of The Children’s Hope Chest.
   Another mission of The Children’s 
Hope Chest is to give hope and help 
lift families in despair. As another 
volunteer summarized so well, The 
Children’s Hope Chest believes 
that “hope sees the invisible, feels 
the intangible, and achieves the 
impossible.”  The Children’s Hope 
Chest has made a difference for so 
many in need during the holiday 

and throughout the year.
   The Children’s Hope Chest 
is a non-profit organization 
comprised of concerned 
individuals who wish to 
promote volunteerism and 
goodwill in an effort to help 
lift despair.  By creating 
programs and encouraging 
the participation of children, 
they offer hope to those in 
need by linking established 
organizations with families 
to create social change. 
The Children’s Hope Chest 
currently partners with 
the following agencies in 
the tri-state area: Andrus 
Children’s Center, Carver, 
Friends of Karen, My 
Sisters’ Place, Neighbor 
to Neighbor, YMCA of 
Greater NY. 
For more information or 

to become a donor go to info@
childrenshopechest.com or call 

1-914 / 696.1176.

Mothers at the Carver Center in Port Chester collecting their children’s’ 
holiday gifts. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of The Children’s Hope 
Chest, 1470 children who made a wish this holiday season will have their 
specific wish fulfilled.  Mothers showed great relief and happiness for the 

kindness of their donors. 

The Children’s Hope Chest volunteers loading holiday gifts to be 
delivered to local children. This grassroots organization recruited and 
organized hundreds of donors and delivered thousand of gifts so that 

children in need will know that someone cares and that they have  
not been forgotten.

The Jan Leder Trio
featuring

Jan Leder - flute; 
Hiroshi Yamazaki - piano; 

Art Lillard - drums
**plus special surprise guests**

 

will be appearing
 

EVERY SUNDAY
January through March ‘07

at
Rudy’s Beau Rivage

17 Livingston Street, Dobbs Ferry
 Noon - 3pm

 

Reservations: 914-693-3192
www.rudysbeaurivage.com

www.janleder.info
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www.verizonfios.com/internet

“Verizon’s fiber service 
blew them all away.”

PC Magazine, August 22, 2006*

When it comes to speed, Verizon FiOS Internet tested faster than 
Optimum Online, Cox, Comcast and a whole lot more.

Recently, 10,000 readers of PC Magazine took their Internet

service providers on a speed test. And the results were clear:

“At an average of 271 kilobits per second, fiber was 35 

percent faster than cable….”

Internet service powerful enough to do it all. FiOS

Internet lets you easily stream clips on YouTubeTM. Quickly

post photos to online albums and purchase MP3s. And,

because our network goes all the way to your home, you can

be sure you’re getting 100% fiber-optic power all the time. 

Get started with our ultrafast 10 Mbps package for only

$39.99 a month, when you sign up for a year. We’ll even

include a home networking router and professional 

installation. So all your 

computers can connect 

to the high-speed 

service that’s got the

experts talking.

It’s time for something better. 
Call 1-866-309-4173 or visit verizonfios.com/internet.

$3999
A MONTH FOR

FIBER-OPTIC
INTERNET

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
*PC Magazine, “Real-world testing: Find the fastest ISP,” August 22, 2006. Reprinted from PC Magazine, August 22, 2006 with permission. ©2006 Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. All Rights Reserved. PC Magazine Fastest ISP Award Logo is a trademark of Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. Used under license.
Offer for new Verizon FiOS Internet customers only. One-year commitment required. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes
main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS
Internet and/or FiOS TV. If service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. Month-to-month packages are available. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside
wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh® compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload
speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon High Speed Internet customers who move
to FiOS Internet service will have their Verizon High Speed Internet permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Valid through 2/16/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change without notice.

Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VOIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VOIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain
telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. YouTube is a trade name or trademark of its owner. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. VEFIOS60311NY-A


